
 
 

MODULE SPECIFICATION FORM 
 
Module Title: Development of Literacy and 

Numeracy 
Level: 4 Credit Value: 20 

 
Module code: 
EDC410 

 Semester(s) in which to 
be offered: 

1/2 With effect 
from: 

Sept, 
2010 

 
Existing/New: 
 

New Title of module being 
replaced (if any): 

 

 
Originating Subject: Education and Childhood 

Studies 
Module       
Leader:  

 

 
Module duration (contact 
hours/directed/directed 
private study: 
 

60 hrs (contact) 
60 hrs (directed) 
80 hrs (private) 

Status: 
core/option/elective 
(identify programme 
where appropriate):  

 
Core 

 
Percentage taught by Subjects other than 
originating Subject (please name other 
Subjects):  

 
N/A 

 
Programme(s) in which to be 
offered: 
 

BA (Hons) Education and 
Childhood Studies 

Pre-requisites per 
programme (between levels): 

 

None 

Co-requisites per programme 
(within a level): 

 

None 

 
Module Aims: 
 
To develop students’ understanding of literacy, numeracy and linguistic development in 
childhood. 

 



Expected Learning Outcomes 
 
At the end of this module, students should be able to: 
 
Knowledge and Understanding: 
 

1. Explain the relationship of language acquisition in children to their literacy and 
numeracy development; 

2. Identify ways of developing literacy and numeracy skills through play; 
3. Use a thematic approach to plan activities to enhance the development of numeracy 

and literacy skills, to include assessment activities or methods of assessment; 
4. Apply links to current key curricula and legal frameworks; 
5. Evaluate the role of the practitioner in supporting children’s literacy, numeracy and 

linguistic development. 
 
Transferable/Key Skills and other attributes: 
 
• Evaluation and reflection;  
• Communication; 
• Sharing ideas; 
• Improving own learning and performance; 
• Create and use resources/activities;  
• Planning, organisation and time management; 
• Analytical and problem solving skills;  
• Working with others. 

 
 
Assessment: please indicate the type(s) of assessment (eg examination, oral, coursework, 
project) and the weighting of each (%).  Details of indicative assessment tasks must be 
included. 
 
Assessment 1- written essay, linked to the discussion of key issues in the promotion of 
literacy, numeracy and linguistic development. 
 
Assessment 2- produce, use and evaluate a resource, planning and assessment materials for 
the development of literacy and numeracy skills, linked to current curricula and legal 
frameworks. 
 
Both elements must be attempted. 
 
 
Assessment Learning 

Outcomes 
to be met 

Type of assessment Weighting Word count or 
equivalent if 
appropriate 

1 1, 2 & 5 Essay 50% 2,000 

2 3 & 4 Resource, plans and 
assessment materials 

50% c2,000 



 
 
 
 
 
Learning and Teaching Strategies: 
 
The teaching and learning strategies will employ a range of methods. Sessions will comprise 
of the presentation of information, reading, case studies, practical activities, review of 
electronic learning packages, selected video/DVD material and discussion. Peer group and 
individual discussion will allow the tutor to monitor the student’s ability to reflect upon and 
evaluate their own ideas and practice via discussion groups, individual research and tutorials. 

 
Syllabus outline: 
 
The understanding of language, literacy and numeracy development in children is of vital 
importance to those concerned within the field of education, as these are the primary means 
of learning at school and in the world beyond school.  
 

• Current and competing theories of language, literacy and numeracy development. 

• The effect of the family and other cultural and social factors upon children’s linguistic 
development. 

• Theories of how language development affects cognitive and social development. 

• The stages in the process of acquisition of language, literacy and numeracy, including 
possible effects of bilingualism upon children’s development. Factors in the 
development of bilingualism and strategies and support for supporting bilingualism. 

• Common disorders that occur in delayed development. Ways of dealing with such 
disorders. 

• The development of narrative in young children, features of early literacy, the 
emergent reader, the emergent writer and the development of children’s written 
language. 

• Ways of providing a literacy and numeracy environment in a play and/or education 
setting. 

• Ways of assessing children’s language, literacy and numeracy development, linking 
theory to practice. 

• The role of the practitioner in an early years setting in supporting children’s language, 
literacy and numeracy development. 
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